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The PULP
HUGE this month:

General Meeting: Nov. 18th
Election of Officers &...
Pat Teevan will Demo -- 

VIRTUALBOX 
Free Open source software that allows you 
to run Windows on an Intel Mac

See you there!

East Hartford Public Library
Main St. & Central Ave., East Hartford, CT.

Q&A Session: 7:00PM–7:30PM
Meeting starts at: 7:30PM
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10Calendar

7

5

4
3The Quiz

ccsufcc
Rectangle



Newsletter of the Hartford User Group Exchange November, 2008

VOLUME 27 ISSUE 11 Page 2

The PULP is published monthly by and for members of the Hartford User 
Group Exchange, Inc. (HUGE). HUGE is a nonprofit organization whose 
aim is to provide an exchange of information between users of personal 
computers. The PULP is not in any way affiliated with any computer 
manufacturer or software company. Original, uncopyrighted articles 
appearing in the PULP may be reproduced without prior permission by 
other nonprofit groups. Please give credit to the author and the PULP, and 
send a copy to HUGE. The opinions and views herein are those of the 
authors and not necessarily those of HUGE. Damages caused by use or 
abuse of information appearing in the PULP are the sole responsibility of 
the user of the information. We reserve the right to edit or reject any articles 
submitted for publication in the PULP. Trademarks used in this 
publication belong to the respective owners of those trademarks.

MEETING LOCATIONS
East Hartford Public 

Library 
Main & Central Avenue 

in the Lion’s 
Room(downstairs)

Wethersfield Public 
Library 500 Silas Deane 
Hwy., Wethersfield, CT

It’s that time of year. HUGE will elect officers for 
the 20 somethingth time. Come volunteer your 
time, stage a palace revolt, or simply show-up and 
vote.

I’m going to take a giant step as Editor and set a 
new precendent. For the first time in 27 years the 
PULP will endorse a candidate for President of 
HUGE. I bet some of you thought I was going 
somewhere else and violate all kinds of federal 
law.

So, officially I endorse for President of HUGE, 
"insert your name here#.

Stuart Rabinowitz
Editor-in-Chief

BTW:: The opinions expressed in the articles 
are those of the authors.

Here is the approriate copyright citation and a link to the 
full text. articles from “Tidbits”

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

Editors Corner

Please note that the clubs PO Box has 
been closed. When membership 
renewals go out in the fall the return 
address will be that of our Membership 
person Richard Sztaba. 

Meeting Topic--VirtualBox is a general-
purpose full virtualizer for x86 hardware. 
Targeted at server, desktop and 
embedded use, it is now the only 
professional-quality virtualization solution 
that is also Open Source Software
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A Little Computer Quiz
by Stuart Rabinowitz

The trivia and minutiae of the 
computer related world. The answers 
will appear next month or you can 
submit an answer sheet at the 
General Meeting. Good Luck.

1  Over the years there have many 
attempts to create an easier 
interface between the user and the 
computer, one of them was 
introduced in 1995. What was it 
called?
2  What company introduced it?
3  I bet many of you believe that 
Gutenberg developed the printing 
press and movable type, but you'd be 
only half right. Who developed the 
first movable type?
4  When?
5  When was one of the earliest 
patents for OCR (Optical Character 
Recognition) granted to Paul. W. 
Handel of General Electric?
6  Who developed the first OCR 
software that could recognize a 
variety of fonts on different 
documents?

Answers to Oct, 2008 Quiz

1  I'm sure you've heard of self-replicating invasive 
software, but wh gets credit for calling them a 
'computer virus'?
  A   Leonard Max Adelman in a study released in 
1984
2  Who is credited with making the first true cell 
phone call?
  A  Martin Cooper, then general manager of 
Motorola's Communications Systems Division, 
placed a call to his rival, Joel Engels at Bell Labs, 
on April 3, 1973.
3  In 1983, Ovation Technologies announced an 
integrated office package that promised to include 
word processing, spreadsheet,  database 
management, and communications software. What 
was it called?
  A  Ovation and it was never released
4  Before the iPhone, Apple had experimented 
with other portable communications devices. Can 
you name them?
  A  Between 1991 and 1993 Apple and Bell 
South developed (and killed) WALT (Wizzy 
Active Lifestyle Telephone). At the 1995 
MacWorld Expo, Apple announce the VideoPad.
5  This past June 8th marked the 30th anniversary 
of the introduction of a technology that started a 
new direction for the PC. What was that 
technology?
  A  The 16 bit 8086 was introduced by Intel
6  15 years ago (April, 1993) Mosaic became the 
first widely distributed web browser. What was the 
first browser written for Windows?
  A  Cello hit the Web in June, 1993, Mosaic was 
not available for Windows for another 6 months.
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Email Etiquette 
By John Roy, President, The PC Users Group of 
Connecticut
www.tpcug-ct.org/
johnroy1(at)comcast.net

Obtained from APCUG with the author's 
permission for publication by APCUG member 
groups.

Do you really know how to forward an e-mail? It is 
estimated that over fifty percent of email users do 
not know how to do it properly. Do you wonder 
why you get viruses or junk mail? Email 
messages get forwarded countless times 
without concern for the security of the previous 
sender’s addresses. 

Every time you forward an e-mail there is 
information left over from the people who got the 
message before you, namely their e-mail 
addresses and names.  As the messages get 
forwarded along the list of addresses builds and 
builds creating a huge resource for spammers. 
All it takes is for someone to get a virus and the 
infected computer can send that virus to every e-
mail address that has come across that 
computer. Even if the address collection doesn’t 
result in a virus it surely will be harvested by 
spammers or someone looking to make a 
couple of cents for a listing of good email 
addresses. How do you stop or at least minimize 
the propagation of email addresses? There are 
several easy steps that we should all practice.

(1) Before you send out a forwarded e-mail, 
DELETE all of the other addresses that appear in 
the body of the message (at the top). That's right, 
DELETE them. Highlight them and delete them, 
backspace them, cut them, whatever it is you 
know how to do. It only takes a second You MUST 
click the 'Forward' button first and then you will 
have full editing capabilities against the body and 

headers of the message. If you don't click 
on 'Forward' first, you won't be able to edit 
the message at all.

(2) Whenever you send an e-mail to more 
than one person, do NOT use the To: or 
Cc: fields for adding e-mail addresses. 
Always use the BCC: (blind carbon copy) 
field for listing the e-mail addresses. This 
is the way the people you send to will only 
see their own e-mail address. If you don't 
see your BCC: option click on where it 
says To: and your address list will appear. 
Highlight the address and choose BCC: 
and that's it, it's that easy. When you send 
to BCC: your message will automatically 
say 'Undisclosed Recipients' in the 'TO:' 
field of the people who receive it.

(3) Remove any ‘FW:' in the subject line. 
You can re-name the subject if you wish or 
even fix spelling. 

(4) ALWAYS hit your Forward button from 
the actual e-mail you are reading. Ever get 
those e-mails that you have to open 10 
pages to read the one page with the 
information on it? By forwarding from the 
actual page you wish someone to view, 
you stop them from having to open many 
e-mails just to see what you sent. 

(5) Have you ever gotten an email that is a 
petition? It states a position and asks you 
to add your name and address and to 
forward it to 10 or 15 people or your entire 
address book. The email can be 
forwarded on and on and can collect 
thousands of names and email 
addresses. A FACT: The completed 
petition is actually worth a couple of bucks 
to a professional spammer because of the 
wealth of valid names and email 
addresses contained therein. If you want to 
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support the petition, send it as your own 
personal letter to the intended recipient. 
Your position may carry more weight as a 
personal letter than a laundry list of names 
and email address on a petition. (Actually, if 
you think about it, who's supposed to send 
the petition in to whatever cause it supports? 
And don't believe the ones that say that the 
email is being traced, it just isn’t so!) 

(6) One of the main ones I hate is the ones 
that say that something like, 'Send this email 
to 10 people and you'll see something great 
run across your screen.' Or, sometimes 
they'll just tease you by saying something 
really cute will happen IT AIN'T GONNA 
HAPPEN!!!!! (Trust me; I'm still seeing some 
of the same ones that I waited on 10 years 
ago!) I don't let the bad luck ones scare me 
either, they get trashed. (Could that be why I 
haven't won the lottery?) 

(7) Before you forward an Amber Alert, or a 
Virus Alert, or some of the other ones 
floating around nowadays, check them out 
before you forward them. Most of them are 
junk mail that's been circling the net for 
Years! Just about everything you receive in 
an email that is in question can be checked 
out at Snopes. Just go to 
http://www.snopes.com/. It’s really easy to 
find out if it's real or not. If it's not, please 
don't pass it on. 

So please, in the future, let's stop or at least 
minimize the junk mail and the viruses by 
taking the steps outlined above.

This article has been provided to APCUG by 
the author solely for publication by APCUG 
member groups. All other uses require the 
permission of the author (see e-mail 
address above).

How to Forward Email
By Vinny La Bash, a member of the Sarasota 
Personal Computer Users Group, Inc., Florida 
www.spcug.org
vlabash(at)comcast.net 

Obtained from APCUG with the author's 
permission for publication by APCUG member 
groups.

Let’s examine a typical email scenario.  After 
opening your email, you find a message that 
you simply must share with all your friends.  
You press the “Forward” button and one way or 
another get all their email addresses in the 
“To:” box.  Feeling quite satisfied after pressing 
the “Send” button, you sit back and take 
satisfaction in the joy you are sending to others.    

You should be ashamed of yourself.  You have 
just exposed everyone on your mailing list plus 
any people who received the email ahead of 
you to unending streams of spam, spyware, 
viruses, and other assorted electronic junk and 
mischief that hackers are prone to these days.  
What you have done is prove conclusively that 
you don’t have a clue about the proper way to 
forward email.  Your license to compute should 
be revoked immediately.  

As messages get forwarded in this way they 
move along the internet, and the list of email 
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addresses embedded in the note gets 
longer and longer.  All it takes is for just one 
of these folks to get a virus or some other 
kind of malware, and everyone who has their 
email address in that list can be infected.  

Anyone can take those email addresses, 
sell them or send out their own junk mail.  
Assuming you are a mature responsible 
adult, you most likely would not want to harm 
anyone, even inadvertently.  What does a 
conscientious person do to stop or better 
yet, prevent damage?

When you click the “Forward” button you 
enter the edit mode of your email client.  
Before you do anything else DELETE all the 
other email addresses appearing at the top 
of the message.  Let me repeat.  DELETE 
them by highlighting them and THEN 
pressing the Delete button on your 
keyboard.  It doesn’t take long.  When you’ve 
finished, delete any other junk that isn’t 
actually part of the message, such as 
information about the original sender.  
Delete anything that is not part of what you 
want to send.  

If you’re sending the message to more than 
one person, do not use the To: or Cc: fields 
for adding email addresses.  Always, always 
use the BCC: (blind carbon copy) field for 
listing the email addresses.  The people 
receiving the message will see only their 
own address.

Some email clients don’t automatically 
show the blind carbon copy option.  If that’s 
the case, click on where it says To: and your 
address list will appear.  Highlight the email 
address and choose the BCC: option.  It’s 
not much effort, and it eliminates the 
possibility of someone using the email 
addresses inappropriately.  When you send 
using the blind carbon copy, everyone 

receiving the message will see 
“Undisclosed Recipients” in the heading 
information.  

If your email client requires that something 
be in the To: field, send the message to 
yourself and use the BCC: field for everyone 
else.  

Remove any FW in the subject line.  Better 
yet, clean up the subject line completely by 
fixing any spelling or grammatical mistakes.  
Why let someone else’s errors appear as 
your own?  

Sometimes you will receive an email that is 
a petition.  It states a position and directs 
you to add your name, address, and 
sometimes other information.  Then you’re 
supposed to send it to as many people as 
possible.  If enough people do this, an email 
can contain hundreds if not thousands of 
names and addresses.  

The longer the list gets the more valuable it 
becomes to a spammer or hacker because 
the names and email addresses are valid.  
If you really want to support the idea behind 
the petition, a personal letter to the eventual 
recipient carries a lot more weight than a 
piece of paper with a long list of names.  
When you think about it, lists like these can 
be generated from telephone books.  Do you 
really think that a member of congress is 
going to pay attention to something that 
could be so easily faked?  

Sometimes these petitions come with 
statements or warnings that the emails are 
being traced.  Don’t believe it.  While 
technology is constantly improving, there is 
still no way to trace emails through the 
internet.  

Cont. on pg. 9
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The Big DTV Transition
by Sister Dorothy Robinson, OSB, OMUG 
Newsletter Editor, The Olympia Microcomputer 
User Group, Washington
http://www.olymug.org
newsletter(at)olymug.org

Obtained from APCUG with the author's 
permission for publication by APCUG member 
groups.

Computer users often speculate about how 
digital technology will affect us and our world.  
We are now entering the final stage of a rather 
large digital transition, that of digital television 
signals.  Didn’t know this transition was going 
on?  You’re not alone.  

On February 16, The Olympian ran an 
Associated Press article on the digital television 
transition that is happening in the United 
States. The article said that in about a year, on 
February 17, 2009, all analog TV broadcasts 
will end in this country. If a TV does not have a 
digital tuner, or is not connected to cable or 
satellite or other paid services, it will need a 
digital converter box to receive and display 
digital signals. About 13 million households 
would be affected—those with older TVs (no 
digital tuner) or receiving signals only over the 
air as in the past. This is because analog 
tuners can't decode and display digital signals.

Options, said The Olympian, for continuing to 
receive TV signals after February 17, 2009 are 
to buy a digital converter box ($40-50, according 
to this AP article), a new TV with a digital tuner, 
or get connected to a paid service. The federal 
government is offering $40 coupons, up to two 
per household, good on the purchase of a 
converter box. You can now call 1-888-388-
2009 or apply online at http://www.dtv2009.gov. 
There is also an option online to print out an 
application and mail it in.  You may want to 
apply early.

http://www.9wsyr.com says “You will still 
need an over-the-air antenna in addition to 
the converter box to receive a digital signal 
on your analog television set. Your current 
antenna should work the same as before.  
Many major chains have been certified to 
sell the converter boxes, including Best 
Buy; Circuit City; Kmart; Sam's Club; Wal-
Mart; Sears, Radio Shack and Target.”

Best Buy, according to centredaily.com, 
“will stock an Insignia-branded analog-to-
digital converter box exclusively, retailing at 
$59.99.” 

PRNewswire.com states “Converter boxes 
at $49.97 are on shelves now at Wal-Mart 
already.” 

According to radioshack.com, you can find 
a Zenith converter in stores for $59.99.  It is 
looking like the difference between the 
price of the converter box and the coupon 
will be $10 and up.

The Olympian article said the reasons for 
the changeover are to allow for auctioning 
off excess airwaves (digital broadcasting 
is much more efficient so there will be an 
excess), for new wireless services, and 
“possibly” providing emergency air 
networks for disasters. Digital signals can 
also provide better picture definition—but 
that depends on whether high definition 
programs are being broadcast and on 
whether a TV is set up to receive high 
definition programs. Digital signals can 
support high-definition (HDTV) 
broadcasts—but is not the same as HDTV.

From How Stuff Works,  
http://electronics.howstuffworks.com/hdtv1.
htm, comes this information: “Some 
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people believe that the United States is 
switching to HDTV—that all they'll need for 
HDTV is a new TV and that they'll automatically 
have HDTV when analog service ends. 
Unfortunately, none of this is true.” If you want 
more information on how HDTV works, check 
this site at the link above.

The government website at 
http://www.dtv.2009.gov has this to say about 
the reasons for the changeover: "Digital 
broadcasting promises to provide a clearer 
picture and more programming options and will 
free up airwaves for use by emergency 
responders." It says nothing about auctioning 
off air wave spectrum or the intricacies of HDTV.

The Benton Foundation page at 
http://www.benton.org/index.php?q=node/1257 
has information on the background and time-
line for DTV transition. It states:

"Digital television (DTV) is a new, more efficient 
technology for transmitting and receiving 
broadcast television signals. But DTV signals 
are not compatible with today's analog TV sets 
in most American homes. Under the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, the amount of 
spectrum given to television station owners 
was doubled. The policy rationale for this was 
to enable the stations to transition US 
consumers to digital TV without interruption of 
analog broadcasts. But after ten years of digital 
TV broadcasts, only a small number of US 
households have made the switch to DTV, 
delaying the return of valuable spectrum that 
could be used by emergency officials and 
auctioned to offset federal deficit spending."

Included in benton.org's time-line called 
"Getting to February 2009: Implementing the 
Digital TV Transition," is this step:

"January 28, 2008 The FCC must conduct the 

auction of the licenses for recovered 
analog spectrum, commencing the 
bidding no later than this date, and is to 
deposit the proceeds of the auction in the 
US Treasury no later than June 30, 2008." 

In other words, this is happening right 
now, if things are proceeding on schedule.

CNN.com's take on this topic in January of 
2006:  
(http://money.cnn.com/2006/01/04/technol
ogy/pluggedin_digitaltv/index.htm ):

“Once TV stations switch to digital 
transmission, they will return to the 
government a big chunk of the radio 
spectrum they currently use to transmit 
their analog channels.  Some of that 
spectrum will go to first 
responders—police, fire and public safety 
officials—so they can better communicate 
with one another. Breakdowns in 
emergency communication slowed the 
response to the September 11 terrorist 
attacks and Hurricane Katrina. New 
spectrum should help.

The rest of the spectrum will be auctioned 
off to the highest bidders—probably tech 
companies. The sale of this valuable, 
scarce real estate is expected to bring in 
about $10 billion, maybe more. That will 
help reduce the federal budget deficit.”

CNN also talked about the new technology 
and services that will likely be developed 
using this increased air availability, for 
example, cheap wireless broadband 
access virtually everywhere. Referring to 
an historical parallel, it states: 

“Scheduled for 2008, the auction will be 
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the biggest spectrum sale since a 1994-95 
spectrum auction. That sale helped boost the 
mobile phone industry, boosting the number of 
cell phone subscribers in the U.S. from 24 
million to 200 million. It also helped drive down 
the cost of wireless minutes from an average of 
47 cents a minute to 9 cents a minute, 
according to analysis from financial services 
firm Stifel Nicolaus.”

Whether we like it or not, the DTV revolution is 
on its way.  The best we can do is prepare 
ourselves.  For many of us, the $10 or $20 
needed to buy a converter box is not a problem.  
Unfortunately, some people on fixed or low 
incomes will find it very difficult to get ready for 
the change.  For them, the TV screen may go 
dark at midnight on February 17, 2009.  :

This article has been provided to APCUG by the 
author solely for publication by APCUG member 
groups. All other uses require the permission of 
the author (see e-mail address above).

One kind of really annoying email is the one 
that promises that something wonderful is 
going to happen, but only if I forward the 
message to at least ten people in the next 
ten minutes.  However, if I fail to do so, 
some unspeakable evil will surely befall me.  
I always fail to do so, and nothing bad has 
happened yet, but I wonder if this could be 
the reason I haven’t won the lottery.  

Before forwarding some version of an 
Amber Alert, take a little time to check out the 
story behind the message.  Most of these 
messages have been circulating around the 
internet for years.  Some of them have been 
around for a decade.  Almost all of them are 
much less than they seem.  

Some sites that will help:

www.hoaxbusters.com
http://urbanlegends.about.com/od/internet/a/
current_netlore.htm 
http://ciac.llnl.gov/ciac/bulletins/h-05.shtml 
http://www.snopes.com/snopes.asp 
http://www.vmyths.com/ 

You may not be able to stop this stuff on your 
own, but you can stop contributing to it.  
This article has been provided to APCUG by 
the author solely for publication by APCUG 
member groups. All other uses require the 
permission of the author (see e-mail 
address above).

from pg. 6



Newsletter of the Hartford User Group Exchange November, 2008

VOLUME 27 ISSUE 11 Page 10

PULP Staff

Editor Stuart Rabinowitz
Distribution George Carbonell  

Membership: Anyone may become a 
member. Dues are  $12 per year and include a 
one-year subscription to The  Pulp as well as 
access to the HUGE Public Domain disk  
libraries and BBS. Meeting topics, times and 
places can  be found on page 1 of this issue. 

Officers & SIG Leaders  
President: George Carbonell 568–0492 george.carbonell@comcast.net 
Vice President Stuart Rabinowitz 633–9038 s.e.rabinowitz@att.net 
Secretary: Ted Bade 643–0430 tbade@cox.net
Treasurer: Charles Gagliardi 233–0370 epencil@att.net 
Director at Large: Richard Sztaba richer1@aol.com 
Web Manager: Bob Bonato wmaster@huge.org

Membership: Richard Sztaba  richer1@aol.com 
Integrated SIG: Stuart Rabinowitz  633–9038  s.e.rabinowitz@att.net 

Sunday

       

      30
  Thanksgiving    

29282726252423
    

General 
Meeting 
7 PM  

22212019181716
       

1514131211109
      

 Standard 
Time starts

8765432
       

1      
Saturday Friday Thursday Wednesday Tuesday Monday 

November 2008


